152

LOWER PAXTON TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minutes of the meeting held on January 18, 2022

A meeting of the Lower Paxton Township Board of Supervisors was called to order at
7:01 p.m. by Chairman Henry on the above date at the Lower Paxton Township Municipal

Center 425 Prince Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Supervisors present in addition to Mr. Henry were Robin Lindsey, Norman Zoumas,
Chris Judd, and Paul W. Navarro. Also in attendance were Bradley Gotshall, Township
Manager, Samuel Miller, Assistant Township Manager, Adam Kosheba, Director of Public
Safety, Nick Gehret and Steve Stine, Township Solicitor.

Pledge of Allegiance
Mr. Zoumas led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes

Mrs. Lindsey made a motion to approve the minutes from the meeting held on September
21,2021. Mr. Navarro seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice vote, and a
unanimous vote of approval followed.

Announcements

Mr. Henry announced that the Supervisors met before the meeting in executive session,

and they would meet again afterward.

Ceremonial Presentation of Charitable Donations from the Alexander Boyd &
Jane Starke Boyd Foundation to the Township’s Three Volunteer Fire Companies

Adam Kosheba, Director of Public Safety, thanked the Alexander Boyd & Jane Starke
Boyd Foundation for their generous donation and all they’ve done for Township’s Volunteer Fire

Companies.
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Patrick Neese, a representative of the Boyd Foundation announced that the Boyd
Foundation will issue checks for $5,000.00 to each of the three Fire Companies. He thanked the
Fire Chiefs, Dustin Ross, Paxtonia Fire Company, Tim Pramik, Colonial Park Fire Company,
and Nick DiSanto, Linglestown Fire Company for their service on behalf of the Boyd
Foundation Board. All were present to accept the donations.

Mr. Henry expressed appreciation to the Boyd Foundation on behalf of the Board of

Supervisors.

Public Comment

There was none.
Chairman and Board Members’ Comments

Mrs. Lindsey announced that the Supervisors and Mr. Gotshall attended the Capital
Region Council of Government meeting, where Tim Defoor, Auditor General was the guest
speaker. She congratulated Jeff Kline, Director of Publics Work on his retirement. Mr. Kline
has worked for the Township for the past 42 years, and Friday, January 21, 2022, will be his last
day.

Mrs. Lindsey advised residents to put their trash out on the regularly scheduled day and
leave it out. Waste Management was behind on the pickup schedule but has since caught up.

Mr. Henry commended Jeff Kline for his tenure and service to the Township.

Manager’s Report

Mr. Gotshall announced that Herbert, Rowland & Grubic has drafted a Transportation
and Land Use Study for Routes 39 & 743 and they will be accepting public comment until
February 28, 2022. He encouraged residents to visit the Township’s website to access a link to

the corridor study to provide feedback.
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Mr. Gotshall announced the Township has a variety of job opportunities due to
resignations and retirements. The open positions include a part-time Facilities and Assets
Coordinator, Custodian, and Park Ranger. Additional information on how to apply for these
positions can be found on the Township's website.

Mrs. Lindsey added that the Township also has vacancies on various commissions and
boards; she encouraged residents to volunteer.

Old Business

There was none.

New Business

Action to Approve the Selection of YSM Landscape Architects and Recreation
Parks Solutions in Response io the Parks & Recreation Master Pian Consuitant RFP

Mr. Gotshall reported that an RFP was submitted for a Parks & Recreation Master Plan to
be completed in 2022. Rachelle Scott, Parks & Recreation Director, has provided a memo
recommending the selection of YSM Landscape Architects and Recreation Parks Solutions
(RPS) to contract with the Township for the completion of a Parks & Recreation Master Plan.
As part of the Parks Revitalization Program initiated by the Board of Supervisors, the Parks &
Recreation Masterplan will engage with the public survey for improvements to the infrastructure
in existing parks and make recommendations on future assets and designs. Other projects within
this plan will include various playground improvements, signage, dog park improvements, and
other upgrades. The Township staff are working diligently to develop a timeline for this project.
He encouraged residents to check the website for updates. The project and services with YSM
are set at a price not to exceed $79,990.00. Mrs. Scott has submitted a grant application to
DCED, requesting $150,00.00, for reimbursement of this Master Plan, as well as costs to

reimburse the improvements at Brightbill’s Basketball courts.
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Mr. Henry noted that the Township would qualify for additional state grants through
various agencies at the end of this process.

Mrs. Lindsey made a motion to Approve the Selection of YSM Landscape Architects and
Recreation Parks Solutions in Response to the Parks & Recreation Master Plan Consultant RFP.
Mr. Zoumas seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice vote, and a unanimous vote
followed.

Public Hearing and Action on Ordinance 21-09:
Amending the Township Zoning Map to Include the Neighborhood Design District

Mr. Henry announced that the Parks & Recreation Board requested to meet with the
Supervisors to discuss the capital projects and deferred maintenance issues that have developed
in all the parks in the Township. As a result of that request, he and Mr. Navarro met with
members of the Parks & Recreation Board and were told there is a lot of work to do, and with
that, the question was how the Township would pay for this expense. Back in the late 1990s, the
Township purchased a property known as the Wolfersberger Tract, located east of Koon's Park in
Linglestown. At that time, the previous Board had intended to turn the land into an additional
park; however, after subsequent studies, it was determined that it would cost more than $15
million to turn the property into a park. With the Township already lacking the funds to maintain
the existing parks, it would not be feasible to fund the development of a new park. Recently, the
Township appraised the property, and it should be worth about $1.5 million if it were to be
auctioned off, which is what the Board intends to do.

Mr. Henry noted that the Board has decided to put those $1.5 million towards the capital
projects and other improvements that are needed in parks throughout the Township. Also, the
Township has received funds from the American Rescue Plan and $1.5 million has been

designated for park improvements.
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Mr. Henry noted that the total investment in the Township's parks is about $3 million,
and over the next two to three seasons there will be visible improvements to every park in the
Township. Currently, the Wolfersberger Property is zoned in a manner that it could be developed
into a major commercial office complex like that of the Blue Ridge Development on
Linglestown Road. The Board members do not want this property developed into a commercial
office complex, therefore, the proposed Ordinance 21-09, will change the zoning to a new Zone
that the Planning Commission Chairman and members have been working on for years, called
the Neighborhood Design District (NDD). This NDD would require a central green open space
area with housing built around it, and it includes a very restrictive design requirement. The
Supervisors toured a similar development in Lancaster called the Veranda. The Board of
Supervisors would like to Amend the Township’s Zoning Map to include the NDD, so the area
can only be developed as Residential and not Commercial or Office. The Township has opted to
move forward with the sale of the Wolfersberger Property, and this property will be auctioned
off.

Mr. Stine opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance 21-09 Amending the Township
Zoning Map to Include the Neighborhood Design District.

See attached Transcript document.

Action on Amendment No. 1 to License Agreement for Paintball Field Operations at
Wolfersberger Park

Mr. Navarro motioned to approve Amendment No. 1 to the License Agreement for
Paintball Field Operations at Wolfersberger Park. Mr. Zoumas seconded the motion. Mr. Henry

called for a voice vote, and a unanimous vote of approval followed.
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Action on Resolution 22-05: Authorizing the Disposition of Specific Police Records

Mrs. Lindsey made a motion to approve Resolution 22-05, which authorizes the
Disposition of Specific Police Records. Mr. Judd seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a
voice vote, and a unanimous vote followed.

Action on Resolution 22-06; Authorizing the Disposition of Equipment, Purchased in
Accordance with the Fire Equipment Capital Plan, to the Paxtonia Fire Company

Mrs. Lindsey made a motion to approve Resolution 22-06, which authorizes the
Disposition of Equipment, Purchased in Accordance with the Fire Equipment Capital Plan, to the
Paxtonia Fire Company. Mr. Zoumas seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice vote,
and a unanimous vote of approval followed.

Subdivision and Land Development

Action on Preliminary/Final Land Development Plans for Mister Car Wash (Plan #21-34)

Mr. Judd motioned to approve the Preliminary/Final Land Development Plans for Mister
Car Wash (Plan #21-34). Mr. Navarro seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice vote,
and a unanimous vote of approval followed.

Action on Preliminary/Final Land Development Plans for Linglestown Fire Company

Mr. Zoumas motioned to approve the Preliminary/Final Land Development Plans for
Linglestown Fire Company. Mr. Navarro seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice
vote, and a unanimous vote of approval followed.

Improvement Guarantees

Mrs. Lindsey motioned to approve the Improvement Guarantees for 1532 Crums Mill
Road, Autumn Oaks, Phase II, and Wynchase III. Mr. Zoumas seconded the motion. Mr. Henry

called for a voice vote, and a unanimous vote followed.
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Payment of Bills — Lower Paxton Township & Lower Paxton Township Authority

Mr. Zoumas made a motion to pay the bills for Lower Paxton Township and the Lower
Paxton Township Authority. Mr. Navarro seconded the motion. Mr. Henry called for a voice
vote, and a unanimous vote of approval followed.

Announcements

Mr. Henry announced that the next Authority Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
January 25, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Center, and the Board of Supervisors
will meet on Tuesday, February 1, 2022, beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Adjournment

Mr. Zoumas motioned to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Lindsey seconded the motion. Mr.

Henry called for a voice vote, and a unanimous vote of approval followed, and thc Chairman

adjourned the meeting at 8:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Approved by,

4

Shellie Smith Chris d&W

Recording Secretary Secretary
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IN RE:

LOWER PAXTON TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCE 21-09;
AMENDING THE TOWNSHIP ZONING MAP
TO INCLUDE THE NEIGHBORHOOD

DESIGN DISTRICT

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

BEFORE:

DATE

PLACE

BY

PUBLIC HEARING

LOWMAN HENRY, CHAIRMAN

ROBIN LINDSEY, VICE CHAIRWOMAN
NORMAN C. ZOUMAS, SUPERVISOR
CHRIS JUDD, SUPERVISOR

PAUL W. NAVARRO, SUPERVISOR

STEVEN A. STINE, ESQUIRE, SOLICITOR
BRADLEY N. GOTSHALL, TOWNSHIP MANAGER
SAM MILLER, ASSISTANT TOWNSHIP MANAGER
NICK GEHRET, CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
JANUARY 18, 2022; 7:13 P.M.

LOWER PAXTON MUNICIPAL BUILDING

425 PRINCE STREET

HARRISBURG, PA 17109

SUMMER A. MILLER, COURT REPORTER
NOTARY PUBLIC

SUMMER MILLER COURT REPORTING
SMCOURTREPORTING@GMAIL.COM

(FA) B75=5066
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THE CHAIRMAN: Next we're going to have a
public hearing and action on Ordinance 21-09, it is to
amend the township zoning map to include the new
neighborhood design district.

Before I turn it over to Solicitor Stine to
conduct the hearing, a bit of background on this -- since
there has been a lot of chatter that typically has been not
based in fact.

As you just heard, we are in the process of
preparing a parks master plan. What we came to learn last
year about this time, the parks and recreation commission
came to the board and asked for a couple of board members
to meet with them to discuss with us a growing number of
capital projects and deferred maintenance issues that have
developed in virtually all of our parks in the township.

As a result of that, Supervisor Navarro and
I met with members of the planning -- the parks and rec
commission and were fully informed that we -- we have a lot
of work to do in our existing parks. The problem then
became, how are we going to pay for that?

Concurrently, with all that, the township
back in the late 1990s, purchased a parcel of property
which has become commonly known as the Wolfersberger tract
that is to the east of Koons Park in Linglestown. And it

was the intent of the board at that time to have that
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property to develop it into a township park.

Subsequent in planning and studies, came to
the conclusion it would cost in excess of $15 million to be
able to develop that property into a park. The township
already, lacking the funds to take care of the maintenance
that we needed on our existing parks, we'll clearly not be
in a position at any time in the foreseeable, or even
unforeseeable, future to invest $15 million in a new park.

So there we sit with an asset, we believe --
and we've had an appraisal done on it -- the property
should be worth approximately 1.4, $1.5 million were we to
auction it off, which is what we intend to do. That
$1.4 million can then be put toward the capital
improvements and other improvements that are needed in the
other parks around the township. The township has also
received money through the American Rescue Plan, and we are
going to designate approximately $1.5 million of those
funds for park improvements as well because one of the keys
to fighting COVID is more outdoor venues and opportunities.

So all of this would give us about
$3 million that can now be invested in the project that
Mr. Gotshall has outlined, and we are actually going to be
in a position to start making visible improvements in some
parks this summer. We are going to have ongoing planning.

We're going to have some engineering for some of the larger
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projects done, so it will probably be next summer or at
least later this year before we get to those. But over the
next two to three seasons, you're going to see visible
improvements in every park in Lower Paxton Township.

Now, relative to the Wolfersberger tract of
property, it's currently zoned in a manner that, were we to
sell it under its current zoning, it could be developed
into a major commercial office complex. I think the Blue
Ridge development down Linglestown Road, the current zoning
would allow that sort of development to occur. Obviously,
that property is located in the midst and surrounded by
residential areas. The board does not wish to have that
happen at that particular site. So the proposed ordinance
for tonight, amending the zoning map, is to change the
zoning so that that cannot occur.

What can occur is a completely new zone that
the township planning commission chairman and planning
commission have been working on for a number of years
called the neighborhood design district. This neighborhood
design district would require, essentially, a central green
of open space with the housing built around it, and it also
includes very restrictive design requirements as well.

There's a similar development down near
Lancaster called -- Brandon, right?

MR. JUDD: (Nods.)
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THE CHAIRMAN: A grand area which we went
down and viewed. It is a very beautiful community.

So it's the desire of the board to amend the
zoning map to this new neighborhood design district so that
it would only be developed into a residential area and not
commercial or office or anything like that.

This needs to be done before we sell it
because, obviously, if you sold it first, then we rezoned
it, you then have a compensation issue with the owner who
bought it and then it was downzoned. And that's what this
is; this is actually a downzoning.

The township has voted to move forward with
that sale. We have hired an auctioneer, and we are going
to auction the property. We're not going to just select
whoever gets to buy it. It is going to be auctioned, and
again, our goal is to achieve at least 1.4, $1.5 million
that would then be spent on parks improvement.

So that is the background to what's going to
occur. And with that, I will turn the meeting over to
Mr. Stine for the public hearing.

THE SOLICITOR: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

This is the time and date set for the public
hearing and action on Ordinance 21-09, amending the
township zoning map to include the neighborhood design
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